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HR 5558, “The Stormwater Enforcement and Permitting Act of 2006”

What it is: This bill seeks to amend the Federal Water Holu€Control Act for storm water
permitting and enforcement foesidential construction activity. Because there are numerspsdas
to this bill, 1 will only highlight some of the maj components here.

This bill would require the regulating agency (ilee State) to give the contractor a one-time
“reasonable” opportunity to correct a violation #osite with residential construction activity befo
beginning enforcement action (only if the violatididn’t result in a storm water discharge). This
means the residential contractors will get a “wagihibefore getting a fine for any storm water
management violations. The bill would also prohibé regulating agency from requiring a permit for
storm water runoff from a residential constructsite if: (1) the runoff enters a permitted munic¢ipa
separate storm sewer system and the operatoc@npliance with runoff requirements; and (2) the
site has minimal potential for soil erosion. Cuthgnany construction project larger than 1 acre is
required to apply for coverage under the Genexan$iVater Permit for Construction Sites and to
have appropriate erosion control measures in pleus.bill would exempt residential projects that
discharge into existing sewer/storm systems withtlareats to erosion.

Who supportsit: This bill would benefit both large and small resitial contractors and developers.
The National Association of Homebuilders (NAHByiseading supporter for this bill. “H.R. 5558
would reduce the regulatory burden placed on houmiddrs, simplify compliance and provide a more
consistent and sensible regulatory approach thtdri@otects America’s rivers and streams,” said
NAHB President David Presslyhis bill would also help smaller residential amators, because the
bill would establish a program to develop and distie informational pamphlets to site operators.

Who isagainst it: Environmental groups are against this bill, arguhmat the lessening of storm water
control requirements would increase pollution ie giorm water, which would then increase pollution
in rivers, lakes and the ocean. One of the princancerns is that HR 5558 removes the permit
approval, review and public comment requirementsciwwould exclude the public’s input in large
development projects. The International Erosiont@dmssociation (IECA) is also vocal in its
opposition to this bill. “The changes to the lawtthre being proposed by the bill could make
enforcement of storm water regulations on residésties nearly impossible. It also doesn't address
commercial development sites,” said John PeteilSBESC, president and CEO of KEMPS
Consultants Inc. and chair of the IECA GovernmeeiaRons Committe€.

Status of the bill: HR 5558 is in the first step in the legislativegess. It was introduced by Rep. John
Duncan (R-Tenn) and is in the Water Resources anddhment Subcommittee of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee foieen This review determines if the bill will be
presented to the House for a vote. To voice youriop to Capitol Hill lawmakers, call the U.S.
Capitol Switchboard at 202-224-3121 and then askdar member of Congress.

For more information on this bill and to review tid text, please refer to the Library of Congress
Website:http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d109:h.588: or contact Tina Lau at
Tlau@Graniterock.com.
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